by detailed review of the published work. Editorial control has been sufficient to give a uniform approach while allowing the authors to retain individual character.
A special feature is the way anatomical descriptions and operative techniques are illuminated by computer assisted diagrammatic representations and in some chapters image reconstruction techniques in three dimensions. I would pick out the chapters on hepatic resection, bilobar metastatic colon cancer and non-resectional treatment of colorectal cancer as particularly hard to beat in any competing textbook, in their detailed descriptions and reviews of recent work. Towards the end are two excellent chapters that will appeal to the general surgeon, on management of trauma of the duodenum, pancreas and liver. Expertly handled they offer solutions to management of these rare but critical injuries.
Inevitably there are a few gaps where the editors have been selective, and it seems odd to have a chapter on management of carcinoma of the head of pancreas involving the portal vein without another describing the standard pancreatic resectional procedures. Neither of the chapters dealing with neuroendocrine tumours mentions the significant advances in the genetics of these conditions, which can profoundly affect patient management.
In general, the editors and authors have done an excellent job. Here is the evidence base for day-to-day management and decision making in hepatobiliary diseases. I recommend the book to any general or specialist surgeon who manages these diseases, and to trainees approaching examinations at completion of surgical training.
Andrew Kingsnorth
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth PL6 8DH, UK
Medicine and Art
Alan EH Emery, Marcia LH Emery 112 pp Price £40 ISBN 1-85315-501-2 (h/b) London: RSM Press, 2002 We all know not to ask 'What is art?'. But then 'What is medicine?'. Begging the pardon of the writer of the foreword of Alan and Marcia Emery's eagerly awaited contribution to the genre, medicine can and does exist independently of doctors. (From the BMJ's view of its journalistic role, medicine encompasses 'the clinical, scientific, social, political and economic factors affecting health'.) In art as in life, the clinical encounter between doctor and patient is of the essence. Here we see trust (misguided or otherwise), dedication, venality, and the power of the doctor to reassure or to scare but all too rarely to heal. We see the doctor as hero, as charlatan, as teacher, as custodian, as agent of the state, as man of property, as saint and sinner, as scientist and as fool.
Among the familiar images regularly seen in art and medicine books, there are some interesting pictures with which readers will be less familiar. In one such, The Healing of a Lunatic Boy by the contemporary Scottish painter Stephen Conroy, there is no medical presence. The painting provides an image of fanaticism, with male figures in bow tie and sunglasses, all too evocative of Louis Farrakhan and the Nation of Islam. The 'lunatic boy' is nude and corpse-like, adding a bizarre sexual tension to the picture (Figure 1 ). Nonetheless Conroy's picture is in the long tradition of images of the healing qualities of faith. Other examples in this book are Crespi's St Francis with a Leper and Lorenzetti's St Humility Healing a Sick Nun (and doing a far better job of it than the physician who has given up on the case). There is a more even balance between the caring and the science of doctoring in Picasso's youthful painting of the bedside of a sick woman. The book's cover uses a 1910 painting of the doctor as hero-Laennec with his monaural stethoscope listening to the chest of a patient. The patient is far beyond such contemporary high tech and the attendant nun-nurse will certainly be of more help to him.
The authors have selected images largely to 'reflect the physician's role in society' and in this they have succeeded. It must be said, however, that what we see is the artist's perception in his own times as to what the physician is up to. The comments on physicians from Hogarth, Rowlandson and Daumier have to be seen in the context of the personalities of these geniuses and their anti-establishment views of contemporary society as a whole. For each illustration the authors provide an eclectic commentary on aspects of the artist, of the picture and of the medical topic illustrated. I found these readable and informative. The authors have, however, been less than ideally served by the publishers in the quality of some of the illustrations. Several seem to have had the orange hues accentuated, which inter alia gives Dr Arrieta, seen with his patient Goya, an uncanny resemblance to Kirk Douglas as Van Gogh. I congratulate Alan and Marcia Emery on their book, which will give pleasure to many.
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Barry Hoffbrand
London N6, UK The search for an explanation is part of the way parents try to come to terms with having a mentally disabled child. Whilst most explanatory value will come from the identification of genetic, neurological and other medical syndromes, an understanding of characteristic behavioural patterns can also be helpful to parents as well as clinicians. In his introduction to the second edition of Behavioural Phenotypes in Clinical Practice, Dr O'Brien says that many people responded to the first edition with the question, 'Very interesting, but what do I do about it?'. Accordingly, this new edition gives more attention to management implications.
Behavioural Phenotypes in Clinical Practice
Does it succeed in assisting management? It does insofar as it describes behavioural phenotypes to inform assessment and management, and it gives helpful general advice for treating associated behavioural problems. Behavioural phenotypes are defined here in terms of motor, cognitive, linguistic and social observations consistently associated with biological disorders. In some instances they will constitute a psychiatric disorder, but generally they do not. The domains addressed are behavioural problems such as aggression and self-injury, sleep and circadian rhythms, eating behaviour, mood, language, motor and social function, autism and sexual function. One is left with doubts about the specificity and boundaries of these phenotypes. Many behavioural features recur across syndromes, none are pathognomonic and differences between syndromes seem often based on qualitative rather than quantitative information. Whilst there is discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of a diagnostic approach to behavioural phenotypes, the validity of such approaches is not fully discussed. Questions about validity might perhaps equally apply to physical features, but this is not within the remit of this book.
The assessment section helpfully emphasizes the importance of performing quantitative assessments of intellectual function and of social and self-care skills. The list of measures to assess psychological problems is less relevant, in that some demand complex research instruments not appropriate for routine clinical use.
The chapters on management tend to be quite broad and would apply to many conditions associated with learning disability. Even so, they contain much helpful guidance. They address psychoeducation and counselling, behavioural treatments and medication. They are predominantly symptom-based and generic rather than syndrome-based, except when it comes to associated psychiatric disorders with specific drug treatments. The chapter on counselling highlights the fact that many parents will have obtained information about behavioural syndromes from internet information and patient support group publications and will wish to discuss implications. The chapter on education points to the various techniques required to reflect the way in which different intellectual strengths and weaknesses affect learning-for example the special weakness in sequential processing but relative strength in simultaneous processing seen in fragile X syndrome and Prader-Willi syndrome; the weakness in language and auditory shortterm memory but relative strength in visual memory in Down syndrome. The last chapter is a detailed description of different syndromes with a special section outlining the management of the more common behavioural problems.
Overall this is a helpful update, and a good source of guidance for the clinician on often rare disorders of uncertain specificity.
